Inclusive Church AGM 2024

Candidates for appointment as independent trustees
at the Annual General Meeting of the Inclusive Church

network on || July 2024

According to our constitution, there may be up to ten
independent trustees at a time. Over the past year especially,
the board has felt the strain of being a little low in number. Alongside
continuing trustees Mike Bishop and Fiona MacMillan (each most recently
elected to three-year terms at the AGM 2022), there are eight vacancies.
Below are the biographies of three trustees standing for re-election and four

new candidates for election.

Dan Barnes-Davies

I've been a trustee of Inclusive Church since 2013 and elected chair of the
board since 2022. (The board elects the officers every year at our first meeting
after the AGM.) | identify as Disabled, since | have ADHD and dyspraxia; I'm an
ordained Anglican deacon and priest, currently serving Barry, South Wales.

| was part of the Student Christian Movement before joining IC and I’'m now a

member of the Society of Catholic Priests (both partner organisations of IC).

This would be my fourth three-year term, and | recognise that the stability of
the organisation needs to be balanced with the need for fresh ideas and energy.
Therefore, | don’t intend to serve the full three years — instead | will serve for
a year to eighteen months before resigning. | hope this will be enough time to
address the charity’s organisational health, to take part in the induction of new
trustees and staff, and to lead the new team in discerning the network’s

strategic vision for the next few years.
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Evie Vernon

Rachele Evelyn (Evie) Vernon O’Brien was born in Montego Bay, Jamaica. She
was ordained as a deaconess in the Church in the Province of the West Indies
in 1980. After working in inner city parishes in Kingston (including Trench
Town of Bob Marley fame), she became assistant chaplain at the Kingston
Region hospital. She later worked with the ecumenical Caribbean Conference
of Churches, the Association of Development Agencies and the Caribbean
Voluntary Counselling and Testing programme. This meant that she was closely
allied with NGO and Faith based agencies focused on justice issues particularly
related to gender, poverty and HIV. Among other things, she was at the launch
of the Caribbean Association of Sex Workers and was involved in setting up a
workshop to help church leaders acquaint themselves with issues related to
the LGBTQI community. She went on to teach at the United Theological
College of the West Indies, where she facilitated mainstreaming HIV teaching
for all theological students. On moving to the UK, she was appointed Director
of the Selly Oak Centre for Mission Studies and then went on to be
Theological Adviser at USPG, an Anglican mission agency. She continues to be
involved in cross-cultural justice issues. She has been Racial Justice Director for
the Dioceses of Birmingham, Coventry, Gloucester, Hereford, Lichfield, and

Worcester since 2024.

Evie has been vice-chair of Inclusive Church since July 2023; she was first co-
opted as a trustee in May 2021, then elected to a three-year term at the 2021
AGM.
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Jack Woodruff

My name is Jack and | am currently an independent trustee based in the North
of England. In the past few years, | have worked for the Fellowship of
Reconciliation as a Digital Storyteller, before moving to lona to work at the
Abbey for the lona Community, for 2 years. Now | am studying for a PhD in
mathematics, specifically the study of infectious diseases. | am also leader of
Northern Leg of Pilgrim Cross, an annual ecumenical walking pilgrimage from
Nottingham to Walsingham during Holy Week, and a member of the lona

Community Young Adults Group as well as a trustee of the lona Community.

| was a partner trustee representing SCM for a few months in 2022, before
being co-opted as an independent trustee late 2022 when my role with SCM
finished. | am now standing for election, but will only serve until the AGM in

2025 therefore completing a "normal" 3 year term.

Note: we should have elected Jack at the AGM in 2023, but we neglected to
do so. In proposing Jack for appointment to a standard 3-year term, the board
asks the members to regularise this error which led to Jack staying on as a co-

opted trustee for longer than our Constitution requires.
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Following an open recruitment process, the current board of trustees propose

the following four candidates for appointment:

Sarah Ball

Sarah Ball is the Communications and Marketing lead for Churches Together in
England. She is also a Deputy Church Warden and on the PCC at an Anglican

church in the Stockport area (Chester diocese).

Sarah was trained by the BBC as a radio and TV journalist and after
broadcasting for several years she has gone on to have a portfolio career in
marketing and communications in the public, private and third sectors including

spending some time working in fine wine!

Since coming back into the church ten years ago, Sarah has enjoyed sharing

stories about a life-changing product, the Christian faith.

Sarah is a passionate ecumenist. She believes that churches are ‘stronger

together’ and should be accessible and welcoming to everyone.

Meredith Ford

Meredith works in sustainability for a food company, and has long been
involved in diversity, equality and inclusion (DElI) initiatives at work. She grew
up in London, and still lives there (in Hackney specifically). She attends a non-
denominational church called Christ Church London. She’s a big runner,

reader, and occasional potter.
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Alex Frost

Fr Alex Frost is the vicar of St Matthew’s the Apostle, Burnley, where he grew
up. He is also the host of The God Cast, a podcast devoted to issues of faith
and spirituality, which has featured celebrities such as Stephen Cottrell,
Alastair Campbell, Edwina Currie, Dom Joly, George Galloway, Anthea Turner
and football legend Lou Macari. Ordained in 2015 after a mixed career working
as a football referee, manager at Argos and a stand-up comic, Fr Alex currently
sits on General Synod. He is married to Sarah and has three grown up

children.

Fr Alex made headlines when he featured in 2 202|1 BBC documentary The
Cost of Covid — One Year On, which has been viewed over |2 million times
since it was aired. Running a food bank from a car park in Burnley, helping the
desperate amid his flock as the pandemic raged, Fr Alex’s down-to-earth style
of ministry struck a chord with people of all faiths, cultures and classes across
the UK in a time when the divide between rich and poor widens
cataclysmically. The Church of England priest, who sports tattoos of his
favourite band Depeche Mode, has become the last bastion of support for
many in the aftermath of austerity measures, Government cuts and Covid 19
upon a community already ravaged by poverty, addiction and neglect. Fr Alex's
book 'Our Daily Bread, from Argos to the Altar, a Priests Story' was published
in October 2023 by Harper North.
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Allie Kerr

Allie is the Archdeacon of Bromley and Bexley, in the Diocese of Rochester.
She was ordained in the Church of England in 2009, after training for ministry
at Ripon College Cuddesdon. She has served in parishes in Poole, the Isle of
Wight and Portsmouth as well as holding roles as Area Dean and Mission
Development Officer. Before ordination she attended an Ecumenical Church
where Baptists, Methodist, United Reformed and Anglican members all

worshipped together.

Allie has been on an interesting journey towards inclusion. Her faith journey
began in a large, non-denominational Conservative Evangelical church but as
she has read the scriptures and discovered more of the character of Jesus, she
has become convinced that the Kingdom of God cannot be fully realised until
people of all backgrounds are truly included, affirmed and enabled to speak

truth to power and reshape the way we think.

She is passionate about inclusion in all forms and brings experience of strategic
development, missional thinking and as a Trustee of a number of different

charities.
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