
INCLUSIVE CHURCH 
Christians and same-sex relationships 

 

The Christian gospel is a call to live in the Spirit by life-giving values, not by rules – to which Jesus offers the alternative 
of love. He lived a life incarnating a radical understanding of values and this is why they crucified him. Rules are about 
“No”, values are about “Yes”. I wish to show that same-sex relationships are authenticated by three core values: truth 
(emeth), justice-judgement (mishpat) and love (chesed). 
 

TRUTH (Heb: emeth) 
 

1. Scripture and Truth 
 

• Gen 1:26-27 ‘God said let us make human kind in our image and likeness …male and female they were created’ – 
this is a ‘merism’ – ‘the combination of two contrasting words to express the entirety of something with constituent 
parts’ (as are phrases like ‘heaven and earth’ for the whole cosmos, or ‘evening and morning’ for a full day). So 
‘male and female’ is no dualism of opposites, it refers instead to a single sphere embracing the full spectrum and 
diversity of human sexual realities (H2SLGBTQQIA+ - heterosexual, two-spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, queer, 
questioning, intersex, asexual + yet unknown) - Dr. Mari Jorstad, Hebrew scholar, Duke University USA 

 

• Biblically, original humans are not distinguished by sex or gender. The phrase ‘male and female God created them’ 
– this can imply being true of each person within themselves. See: Gen 2 / Rabbinic ‘unity’ idea / ‘Yin -Yang’ image. 

 

• Further, sex (biology), gender (identity), orientation (attraction) are quite different things (I use the word ‘sexuality’ 
as an all-inclusive term, not just to refer to orientation). Note, Mat 19:12 Jesus speaks of those ‘born eunuchs, made 
eunuchs, made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of God’. Also Gal 3:28 speaks of ‘In Christ … neither male and 
female’ - see Dr. Susannah Cornwall, Theologian, Exeter University UK 

 

• In total there are some 15 possible texts, including 7 traditional texts1 with 3 interesting texts. 2 However, I do not 
believe that any biblical text addresses the reality of genuine same-sex orientation. Rather, all biblical texts speak 
directly to ‘straight’ (married) men, challenging their potential infidelity, religious corruption or perverted integrity. 

 

2. Emotion / Purity and Truth 
 

• For many heterosexual Christians simply imagining themselves in sexual intimacy with someone of the same sex 
repulses them; so consciously or unconsciously they usually cover this revulsion by quoting biblical texts that use 
the word ‘abomination’ to describe homosexual acts. Thus, shielding their emotions by misusing scripture. 

 

• This emotional reaction is vital to recognise. Vital, because exactly the same feeling of revulsion is how lesbians 
and gays feel about having heterosexual sex. One man said to me, “I was unable to have sex with my wife unless I 
imagined she was a man”. In each case the opposite is repellent; except for those bisexual in their orientation. 

 

• Experience suggests many traditional Christians are hostile towards same-sex intimacy out of a desire to maintain 
purity: to ensure physical survival by procreation, to avoid contamination by from other cultures. Yet Christians are 
nevertheless told, “ The ‘purity laws’ no longer matter for a Christian”! - Dr. Jayme Reaves, Public Theologian, Dorset 
UK. Note, Titus 1:15 which reminds us that, ‘To the pure all things are pure.’ 

 

• Experience also reveals many traditional Christians are hostile towards same-sex intimacy out of fear. Fear of 
questioning the accepted reading of the texts (established over centuries by heterosexual men in power), and thus 
disobeying God. Fear of the response from their traditional Christian contemporaries. Fear plus confusion over the 
fact the ‘traditional view’ is in clear conflict with the ‘lived reality’ experienced by the LGBTQI community. 

 

• Tragically, Christianity has really never come to terms with sex in any of its many expressions. A foundation text for 
my understanding of a biblical sexuality is Gen 2:25 ‘naked and unashamed’. 

 

3. Biology / Culture and Truth 
 

• Biology: same sex orientation occurs across most animal species, so this orientation is far from uniquely human; 
rather it is part of that beautiful rainbow of sexual diversity that embraces the whole of nature. 

 

• Culture: Globally, Indigenous and tribal peoples recognise the reality that a small percentage of their society may 
have a different sexual orientation (see ‘Two-Spirit’ above), and generally in sensitive and creative ways weave 
these individuals positively into the fabric of their communities. For some they are seen as uniquely sacred.  

 

4. Marriage / Relationship and Truth 
 

• Traditional Christians strongly - but wrongly - argue the primary purpose of marriage is to have children (therefore 
same-sex relationships can never be right); however, of the 100’s of biblical references to sexual intimacy only two 
suggest a purpose-link between marriage, sex and pregnancy: Gen 1:28 ‘Be fruitful and multiply’ and Mal 2:15 
‘What does the one God desire? Godly offspring … let no one be faithless to the wife of his youth’. 

 

• Heterosexual couples with sex-limiting disabilities or infertility rightly challenge this traditional view that ‘to conceive 
children is the main purpose of marriage’. So, to suggest it is an argument to deny same-sex couples the right to 
marry is both illogical and cruel. Marriage is about relationship (covenant companionship) not reproduction. 

 
 

• So biblically, sexual intimacy is first and foremost about companionship and relationship - Gen 2:18 ‘God said it is 
not good that the human should be alone’ - plus that exquisite (and almost inexpressible) confluence of physical, 
emotional, psychological and spiritual intensity described in Gen 2:24 as ‘clinging to each other and becoming one 
flesh’ and in Gen 4:1 simply as ‘knowing (Heb: ‘yada’) each other’ (that unique knowledge coming from the most 
intimate of experiences). Every human couple – whether heterosexual or same-sex - can share together in the 
fullness of every aspect of this experience, which is the true essence of all sexual intimacy, including marriage. 

 



 
5.Integrity and Truth 
 

• Godliness is not the preserve of heterosexuals. The purest expressions of God-given spirituality cascade through 
the LGBTQI community in equal measure. Of course there are exceptions on both sides, but that does not make the 
fundamental reality of deep spirituality flowing across every expression of sex, gender and orientation remotely 
untrue. When I read in 1Sam 16:7 that, ‘Humans look on the outward appearance but God looks on the heart’, and 
hear Jesus saying in Mat 7:16 that ‘By their fruits you will know them’, I am powerfully convinced of the argument 
that Jesus the life-giving values-based, Spirit-inspired integrity of all character and behaviour is - without exception - 
the sole and absolute acid test of true godliness.  

 

• At the source of every expression of human sexuality God looks for an integrity that has been nurtured by, and 
grown out of, the life-giving values of the Spirit. Jesus continually finds more faith and godliness among ‘outsider 
Gentiles’ than Jews. Celebrate the love, faithfulness and joy in all relationships whether ‘straight’ or LGBTQI. 

 

6. Healing and Truth 
 

• All claims for ‘homosexual healings’ are simply false – because there is nothing to heal! Their LGBTQI orientation is 
as natural an expression of their-own deep inner-wholeness as that of any heterosexual orientation. 

 

• Some heterosexuals caught up in sexually destructive behaviour patterns may have been helped to rediscover their 
true sexual orientation (yes, that would be healing); however we must always be alert to the reality of bisexual 
orientation. LGBTQI’s can only ever be taught to suppress their true orientation or forced to choose celibacy. 
Neither is healing, shown by the high levels of mental illness and suicides that follow in their wake). Also, 1Cor 7:9 
says that, ‘It is better to marry than to burn with passion’, so the above options are revealed as totally unbiblical. 
There is neither truth no healing here – for example see the work of Jeremy Marks and ‘Courage’ - http://courage.org.uk - 
which began as a place where lesbians and gays were offered ‘healing’, until it became clear this was a lie; they now work to 
support LGBTQI Christians in their spiritual journey. 

 

7. Gospel and Truth 
 

• What is our ‘good news-gospel’? Eph 2:17 ‘Jesus came proclaiming peace-shalom’ (identical to ‘kingdom of God’). 
 

• What shalom does Christianity have to offer the LGBTQI community? To be part of a ‘traditional’ church they must 
either commit to life-long celibacy (restriction and legalism) or to live a lie pretending to be heterosexual (hypocrisy); 
Are there other options? How is this ‘good news’? Does this truly radiate the Spirit, the first-fruit of whom is always 
freedom and love (see 2Cor 3:17; Gal 5:22; 1Cor 13:13). 

 

JUSTICE [The principle: ‘of putting everything right’] JUDGEMENT [The practice: ‘of putting everything right’] (Heb: 
mishpat) 
 

• In light of the above, Christians should be at the forefront of ‘advocating’ (that is how some interpret the ‘A+’ in 
LGBTQIA+) for same-sex justice, the achievement of which is always marked by shalom (see Ex 18:23). 

 

LOVE (Heb: chesed: ‘unconditional covenant love that goes above and beyond’) 
 

• God loves each LGBTQI person, uniquely, completely just as they are - because that is how God created them - 
calling each one to live with integrity true to themselves: we are called to respond in exactly the same way. 

 

• The only healing the LGBTQI community needs is this unconditional chesed / agape love of traditional Christians 
once they have recognised, repented, and asked for forgiveness for, the thousand years of abuse the LGBTQI 
community has suffered at their hands.  

																																																								
Endnotes: 
 

1 The 15 possible texts with the 7 traditional texts (in italics): 
 

• Genesis 19:5-8 
• Judges 19:22-23 
• Leviticus 18:22 
• Leviticus 20:13 
• Deuteronomy 23:17-18 

 

2 The 3 interesting texts: 
• Leviticus 18:22 - “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination”   
• Leviticus 20:13 - “If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall be put to death, 

their blood is upon them” 
 

Traditionally Christians used these two passages as the foundation for arguing that homosexual acts are identified with everything that is 
opposed to covenant and relationship with God 
 

They challenge Canaanite religion (as the word ‘abomination’ makes clear), they say nothing about nor speak too a person seeking to 
understand their own deep personal same-sex orientation with integrity 
 

• Romans 1:26-27 -  “It is my view that [this passage] has quite simply nothing at all to do with what we call homosexuality … [its purpose] is 
to prepare the ground for challenging the ‘judging’ and ‘superiority’ attitudes in the church at Rome … by illustrating the foolishness 
(‘wickedness’) of the [Gentiles] who not only get involved in stupid travesties … but are also ‘Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, 
gossip, slander …’ Then comes the punch. Notice the change from ‘they’ to ‘you’ in Rom 2:1 ‘Therefore, you have no excuse …’ So the 
Christians in Rome in their judgmental superiority actually had behaviour no better than the foolish Gentiles with their idols and erotic 
behaviour!” - see Dr. James Alison, English Freelance Theologian [one time a Roman Catholic Dominican Jesuit teacher]	
 

Not until John Chrysostom (late 4th Century) was there any suggestion that this passage had anything to do with lesbianism. Prior to this 
Augustine, Clement of Alexandria and others interpreted these words straightforwardly as meaning women having anal intercourse with 
men 
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• 1Kings 14:24 
• 1Kings 15:12 
• 1Kings 22:46 
• Acts 15:28-29 
• Romans 1:26-27 

	

• 1Corinthians 6:9-11 
• Eph 5:22-32	
• 1Timothy 1:9-10 
• 2Peter 2:6-7 
• Jude 7 

	


